How Sussex will benefit with BML2

The rail project known as Brighton Main Line 2 (BML2) has profound and far-reaching benefits and opportunities for Brighton and the whole of Sussex.
However, it is frequently misunderstood, which is why this document intends to explain how it all works.
BML2 was devised in 2009 and comprises three phases – Sussex, Kent and London. A critical element is the Sussex phase, which this document deals with in
more detail. MPs and local councils believe it will bring widespread advantages to the region in terms of vastly-improving rail travel and creating significantly
better connectivity. This means renewing principal connections, which are long-standing aspirations among all local authorities, as well as introducing new 21 st
century connections to the capital and its key growth areas.
The whole scheme is aimed at stimulating business, engendering wealth creation, boosting tourism and, perhaps most important of all, protecting the region’s
exceptional environment.

SUSSEX
“– a part of the country so often ignored, or left behind under previous
Governments” – George Osborne, Chancellor of the Exchequer 2015
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“It is stark staring obvious that the second main line to London is needed. Substantially increasing capacity into our
cities remains the industry’s greatest challenge. BML2 – by reconnecting Brighton with London as one seamless
journey – has the potential to do this.
It is therefore a strong contender for serious investment because it would strengthen the existing overloaded
network” – Lord Andrew Adonis, Chairman of National Infrastructure Commission 2015
BML2’s principal focus entails fully restoring to its previous full main line status today’s branch line
which terminates abruptly at Uckfield. This once-important route used to operate direct services
between London and Brighton – and must do so again.
It is no exaggeration to say that our rail network is now suffering unprecedented strain and struggles
on a daily basis to manage the overbearing demand. As every rail-user will tell you, the Brighton line
in particular is under extreme stress; not only during the working week with a high degree of
intensive commuter services, but also at weekends with strong demand from day-trippers and
visitors attracted to the seaside and all that Sussex has to offer.
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Sussex railways are acknowledged to be the busiest in the country by both Network Rail and the train
operators. They are fundamentally important to the whole economy of the region which is why we
believe our network needs a great deal more than piecemeal re-engineering or additional
maintenance whenever time-slots and Government funding permits.
Even Network Rail concedes that it struggles to properly maintain its infrastructure, which we see
frequently failing, whilst the pressure to operate a faultless railway will only increase in the coming
decades. Railways succeed through good connectivity, but here in the South East we have some
glaring gaps which combine to seriously hinder the overall efficiency of the adjoining network.
Today’s vastly downgraded Uckfield branch used to be second-only to the Brighton main line. Once
operating fast services between London and the Sussex coast, it ran almost parallel to the seriously
overloaded BML just a few miles to the west. Tragically the scheduled Modernisation Plan
announced in 1958, which included electrifying from South Croydon to Oxted, Tunbridge Wells
West, Uckfield and Lewes in 1962, was abandoned by British Railways. The line was eventually
cut-back to Uckfield in 1969. This resulted in further decline and deferral of track maintenance,
leading to British Rail further cutting its costs by reducing sections from double-line to single-line
operation in 1990.
All London main line services to and from Tunbridge Wells West were also withdrawn in 1969.
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Thankfully, all the track-bed has been wisely safeguarded through a combination of various local authority planning policies which have ensured there are no
engineering or physical obstructions to its restoration. It is also significant that reopening has almost occurred on a number of occasions; primarily with British
Rail in 1971; Network SouthEast in 1987; Connex/Railtrack in 2001 and most recently Network Rail in 2008. So why hasn’t it happened?
The fundamental weakness of every reopening study has been the
irrevocable loss of the DIRECT route through to Brighton (shown in green)
which went through Lewes town centre. Consequently, every study has had
to consider reopening the original 1858 connection (shown in blue).
Without the ability to operate DIRECT London-Brighton services, a poor
business case has resulted. Ministers and civil servants have consistently
pointed out that trains between Brighton and London would have to reverse
at constricted Lewes station. Time and again, the same adamant responses
have come from the DfT – that the reopening has “extremely limited value”
because the trains coming from London via Uckfield would “face the wrong
way” at Lewes. Rail chiefs are unanimous that the priority will always be
busy Brighton, whereby the inability to provide an additional fast direct
main line between London and Brighton has brought down every proposal.
Consequently, in 2010, the Brighton Main Line 2 Project (BML2 in red) was
launched to demonstrate that its Ashcombe tunnel (beneath the South
Downs and just west of Lewes) could provide the win/win business case by
enabling substantially more services to operate between London and the
Sussex Coast. Not only would the City of Brighton & Hove gain the allimportant additional and direct services, but the South would regain its
valuable diversionary route in times of disruption on the BML. As well as
this, Falmer, which nowadays is increasingly important for the University of
Sussex and the AMEX stadium, would be on a direct main line to London
with excellent connections further afield.
Additional Brighton services could once again run fast and direct to London
via Uckfield with the construction of Ashcombe tunnel. Today’s technology
using the ‘New Austrian Tunnelling Method’ (massive horizontal holeboring machines) has proved itself around the world; most recently for
London’s Crossrail and even in Sussex for road tunnels on the A27 near
Shoreham in West Sussex.
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The equal winner will be Lewes which would finally regain its lost rail services to
the Weald, Tunbridge Wells and London with a main line serving not only the
county town but also Newhaven, Seaford, Polegate and Eastbourne. Decades of
previous failed economic cases for reinstating rail services between Uckfield and
Lewes will be transformed into a realistic and viable proposition with BML2.
Ashcombe tunnel is an imperative constituent of the project in order to avoid
the Lewes bottleneck with its associated constraints in regard to numerous
speed restrictions, congestion, available train pathways and operational
conflicts with other important services. City of Brighton residents have neither
need nor desire to go via Lewes on BML2 services to and from London, whilst
such unnecessarily extended journey times between London and Brighton
would fatally compromise the viability and attractiveness of an alternative route.

DIRECT London - Falmer services with BML2

Equally unwelcome, the residents of Lewes would suffer badly if such additional
Brighton services were forced to negotiate their way through their complicated
junction station. But perhaps worst of all, these trains would only have a
detrimental impact on the operation of additional BML2 services we want to see
running between Eastbourne/Seaford and London via Lewes.

NOT JUST ABOUT TRANSPORT
It cannot be stressed enough that BML2 is not exclusively a transport decision.
It should not be dependent on one political viewpoint, or one departmental
verdict of government. Transport – and rail in particular – is inextricably
interconnected in terms of greater employment opportunity, facilitating
economic stimulus both locally and nationally, reducing road congestion and
pollution, and not least of all, protecting the environment, which is imperative
hereabouts. Furthermore, because transport is so fundamentally important to
a successful and thriving economy, the prosperity and welfare of Sussex and the
region simply cannot be left solely to either the rail industry or the Department
for Transport to determine what it deems should be provided.

All of Sussex wins with BML2

Eastbourne services will also increase

Lewes gains new services with BML2
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There are numerous difficult problems and challenges facing the region – and Sussex in particular. We consider the principal conundrums to be:How might we realistically provide substantially more rail capacity into London?
How shall we manage increasing future demand – which will inevitably result from large-scale housing development being imposed by the Government
on local authorities?
How might we significantly improve and transform the daily London commute for everyone?
How can we build the rail infrastructure which will sustain and even boost the regional economy and improve the quality of life for residents?
How do we convince the Government and rail industry of the urgent need for an alternative/supplementary main line between London and the Sussex
Coast?
How shall we do all of the above, whilst at the same time protect and conserve the surrounding countryside – our treasured High and Low Weald Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty; our magnificent South Downs National Park; our iconic Seven Sisters Countryside Park, as well as all our wonderful
downlands and heathlands which are so prevalent across the south?
It is because we are faced with such dilemmas as these – which have been steadily worsening over many years – that the BML2 Project was conceived and
developed in the first place.

BML2 IS NOT AN HS2

Let us be abundantly clear from the outset, BML2 is not attempting to be an ‘HS2’ across Sussex and Kent, carving its way through open countryside.
Unlike HS2, the scheme requires virtually no acquisition of new land because it is overwhelmingly a revitalization of a previous rail corridor which existed for
110 years. Similarly, unlike HS2, controversy over despoiling landscapes is obviated because the vast majority of the new short and direct link, necessary to
serve Brighton, will be in a tunnel beneath the South Downs.
Compared with HS2, the project is not controversial or politically unpopular because it requires no expensive compulsory purchase involving either land or the
demolition of property. This applies even in London.
BML2 will be a modern railway – built to current Network Rail standards and capable of 100mph running wherever permissible and in common with all other
major routes in the south. So just how important is the Sussex Phase in all of this and what is its contribution to BML2?
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FORTUNATE POSITION
In November 2017 the Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling published Connecting People: A Strategic Vision for Rail – Moving Britain Ahead which
suggested that reopening some railway lines closed in the 1960s could be a means of stimulating growth and boosting business.
In this region we are outstandingly fortunate that the integrity of the previously busy main lines which once operated between Brighton and Tunbridge Wells
(West) and London via Oxted remains predominantly intact. Right across the UK there are some truly woeful examples of once-important arterial routes having
been irretrievably destroyed by subsequent redevelopment. Such a predicament has been vexing for these local authorities as their aspirations have been
dashed because reinstatement would be enormously expensive, problematic and likely impossible to achieve.
Across both Sussex and Kent, wisely-implemented and strictly-enforced local planning policies by East Sussex County Council, Kent County Council, Wealden
District and Lewes District Councils, as well as Tunbridge Wells Borough Council have protected all the required track-bed for BML2. Furthermore, this policy
has been considerably bolstered by the strong and welcome support of Brighton & Hove City Council.
So despite some truly serious challenges in the past, this steadfast resolve has ensured we are in an incredibly enviable position today (variously 30 and 50
years on) whereby these strategic connections may relatively easily be rebuilt. Importantly, this is not just about easing the burden on today’s completely
overwhelmed national rail network, but building the necessary infrastructure towards sustaining the future prosperity and well-being of our region.
With the exception of one minor incursion at Tunbridge Wells (for which a written undertaking to resolve the matter at no cost to the reopening has been given)
there are no insuperable engineering obstacles to overcome. Therefore the project is extremely straightforward and a relatively easy one to deliver. This has
been verified many times in the past by the numerous feasibility and technical studies undertaken by consultants and funded by private companies, local
authorities and rail industry sponsors.
We can ‘Mend the Gap’ - and more - with BML2 thanks to the Local Authorities who have safeguarded our regional interests as the next page shows ......
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Planning policies which have thankfully safeguarded the region’s interests throughout these decades
Lewes District Council

LDC resolves to positively continue its long standing support for the much needed reopening of the Uckfield to Lewes railway line.
This is something which hundreds of Lewes District residents have called for over many
years, and it would be a strategic addition to the rail network for the Lewes District. This vital
transport link, especially if electrified, would help Lewes District Council meet their
sustainable transport aspirations.
Lewes-Uckfield line before closure in 1969

Courtesy John Wenham

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council

TWBC supports the creation of a quality rail line connecting Lewes, Oxted and Tunbridge
Wells to serve and benefit local communities and to provide regional routes between London
and the South Coast. The Council will oppose any measures which, whilst serving short term
objectives, might preclude, or adversely affect the creation of the complete rail line.
Principal Sussex-Kent rail connection
at Tunbridge Wells dismantled in 1986

Safeguarded Lewes-Uckfield trackbed

Wealden District Council

Policy TR17 Safeguarding Uckfield/Lewes railway line.
Policy TR19 Safeguarding the Eridge/Tunbridge Wells railway line.
Reinstatement of the Lewes to Uckfield line, together with a connection between Eridge and Tunbridge
Wells as part of the preparation of the South East Plan.
The Council strongly supports the reinstatement of these two links, as not only would they provide
important local transport routes, but they would also offer a viable alternative route from the south coast to
London.
The opening of the Lewes to Uckfield route is also considered fundamental to access to Crowborough and
its surrounding villages and will help to promote modal shift in line with Government policy. The route could
also create the opportunity to transport more freight by rail, particularly to and from the port of Newhaven.

East Sussex County Council - Transport Policy Aspiration

Increase overall rail capacity in the county by reinstating Lewes-Uckfield railway line or as part of providing a new route (BML2) between
Brighton and London via Uckfield. Reinstate Eridge – Tunbridge Wells railway line to enable Uckfield services to run to Tunbridge Wells.
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THE CAPACITY CHALLENGE

Whether it’s daily commuting .....

There are some fundamental facts we need to bear in mind. Everyone needs to
appreciate – and indeed as Network Rail itself repeatedly states – that the South has
the busiest railway network in the whole of the UK. This is primarily due to its
long-standing function as a commuter railway with complicated and intensive
services which have to stop and serve many stations along the way.
Accordingly, it is impossible to drastically improve existing journey times unless we
build a wholly-new limited-stop high-speed line like HS1 between Ashford
International and St Pancras. Nevertheless, we are in a position to cut some journey
times as well as significantly increasing both the quantity and the quality of services
operating between the Sussex Coast and London.

..... or weekend travelling

Despite plans to resolve notorious bottlenecks on the Brighton Line (which will be
very disruptive in the coming years) a faultlessly operating railway can never happen.
Furthermore, because Sussex is now predominantly dependent upon one principal
route between coast and capital and because the whole system is seriously
overloaded, chaos ensues when things go wrong – as is frequently proven.
Assessments in 2006 to introduce even longer trains (16-car) or double-deck trains
on the Brighton main line to carry seated passengers proved not only extremely
difficult but enormously expensive in terms of rebuilding the line with new tunnels
and infrastructure. However, even though this might solve the critical peak hour
overloading, Sussex would still not gain an alternative/secondary route to and from
London, so the Brighton Line and its passengers would remain just as vulnerable to
exactly the same faults as today.
Instead, the Government decided to cram more people onto the Brighton line with
new (Thameslink) rolling stock. These trains, specifically manufactured with less
seating and more standing room are ill-suited to ‘work as you go’. But worse than
this, long distance commuters travelling outside London suburbs object having to
stand in cramped conditions for lengthy periods. The Department for Transport once
had a maximum guideline of no more than 20 minutes standing on long journeys ‘PIXC’ (Passengers In Excess of Capacity) - but this has been abandoned on Sussex
Routes. Passengers understandably object to this ‘like it or lump it’ attitude.

- Sussex routes are busy weekdays
and throughout weekends

- and Thameslink trains - designed to carry more standing passengers
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WHY NOT JUST RE-OPEN THE LEWES-UCKFIELD LINK?
There are numerous reasons why this proposal has consistently failed throughout 50 years. To begin with, it is widely-acknowledged that the route which closed
in 1969 through Lewes town centre (across the River Ouse, behind Waitrose and over Cliffe High Street) is utterly out of the question, whilst as already
explained, the old route brings trains in “the wrong way” from the London direction and facing away from Brighton. Other so-called ‘alternatives’ such as
building a wholly new railway via Ringmer and Glynde, or driving a tunnel through Cliffe Hill, have all been studied in detail, but are seriously flawed. Equally, a
proposal to send trains around an impossibly tight loop east of Lewes and alongside the A27 bypass near Kingston is just as impracticable and full of disadvantages.
Simply re-opening Lewes–Uckfield would have to rely on Government support, funded by an incredibly large amount of new homes being built alongside. This
is the process for the East-West Rail Project (the Oxford–Cambridge ‘Varsity’ Line) funded by constructing over a million new homes and building new towns.
Sussex could never sustain such an extraordinary amount of house-building; where councils already struggle to cope with even a few thousand houses which
come up against SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space) restrictions.
But, even if this was not the case, opening a new South Coast–London line by means of building a million new homes would simply fill up this new route’s trains,
as well as bringing even more congestion elsewhere – so promptly putting us back at square one. The valuable contribution which Sussex makes to BML2 is
providing the rail corridor – a new fast route between Coast and Capital. This enables a non-polluting and efficient means of travel in an environmentallyresponsible way in this over-crowded part of the country. Here’s a sample of what’s been said about BML2 “It is abundantly clear that the Government should invest in Brighton Main Line 2. I fully support the BML2 project and will continue to put pressure on the
Government to turn this very positive vision into a reality” - Caroline Lucas, Brighton & Hove Green Party MP

BML2 - GOOD FOR BUSINESS - GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
“The transport network in my constituency is already severely overcrowded so a new BML2
link from Tunbridge Wells to London, Brighton, and Eastbourne would be a great boon.”
The Rt Hon Greg Clark, Secretary of State for Business and MP for Tunbridge Wells
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“If we can get commuters to Canary Wharf and
other places without first having to unnecessarily
crowd into London Bridge, then that will be a big
bonus, not just for the south, but London too.”
Lord Bassam of Brighton
The expanding Canary Wharf and Docklands
- but 3 miles distant from London Bridge station

NEW ROUTES - AND NEW DESTINATIONS
Today, by having to rely exclusively on the one existing route (the BML) the greatest impairment is the impact
it has on businesses in the region. Quite apart from operational difficulties and hindrances experienced by its
users, the network is inadequate for today’s world.
And whatever improvements are made to the Brighton main line, it cannot open up new markets. Nor can it
provide new travelling opportunities whereby income and prosperity can flow into the towns and the Sussex
economy, as well as that of neighbouring counties.
The current rail network remains constrained by its fixed range of destinations in London, established nearly
180 years ago, by the Victorians. As we know, these do not match the subsequent and all-important 21 st
century developments taking place in the capital. Sussex and the counties south of the Thames must have
these superior rail connections, otherwise our economy and growth prospects will be at serious disadvantage
and risk. That is why BML2 is not solely a transport decision.
Unfortunately we cannot slash journey times by half, but we can substantially cut journey times to specific
new and increasingly-important destinations – for example:

BRIGHTON

With BML2, all Brighton line stations will gain direct connections to Canary Wharf, Stratford, Docklands and
London Stansted Airport. An analysis conducted by consultants WSP shows that direct train journeys between
Brighton and Canary Wharf could be accomplished in under an hour with 23 minutes cut from today’s fastest
service of 77 minutes which involves travelling via London Bridge and changing to the Jubilee Line.

Few people appreciate that BML2 means vastly improving the Brighton Line – not just reopening a second line
11

Cambs

BEDFORD

As shown here, from Chichester to Hastings and from Horsham to
Tonbridge - a vast swathe of the South will gain. Towns and counties
both north and south of the Thames will benefit, as well as London.
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The Universities of Sussex and Cambridge will be more accessible and
linked on direct services.
Brighton & Hove Albion’s AMEX stadium at Falmer will have direct
trains to and from London.
Across the board, BML2 will improve the quality of the journey, boost
the South East economy, enable towns to flourish, whilst at the same
time protect the particularly sensitive environment of Sussex.
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Gatwick and Stansted Airports would have direct connections to
Canary Wharf and Stratford and could easily be linked by a useful
dedicated shuttle service.
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The Sussex Coast will no longer be solely reliant on the vulnerable
Brighton Line, often cut-off for maintenance work at weekends, or
suffer a meltdown every time things go wrong - as so often happens
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The loss of Brighton’s second main line via Uckfield and the direct London services it provided
was a massive error of the 1960s – it needs to be reversed”
- Lord Andrew Adonis, Chairman of the National Infrastructure Commission 2015
THE SUSSEX PHASE IN MORE DETAIL
BML2 enlarges Brighton station capacity with two additional platforms for the new London services.
The ‘Coastway East’ line to Lewes will be upgraded and resignalled through Falmer and towards
Lewes. Near Kingston roundabout, the new BML2 line will diverge and cross over the A27 dual
carriageway to enter the 1.5mile/2.4km Ashcombe tunnel which will conceal the railway beneath the
South Downs (a modern version of Clayton tunnel on the Brighton line).
On leaving the tunnel, BML2 will run beneath the Lewes–London line to where, just a little further on,
BML2’s mainline link from Lewes (serving Seaford and Eastbourne) will join. The former trackbed of
the Uckfield line closed in 1969 will then be reached and rebuilt as per Network Rail’s 100mph
specification in its detailed engineering study of 2008. There will be no intermediate stations and the
first station would be Uckfield.

‘There are potential opportunities to create the additional
platforms within the train shed as proposed by BML2’
- London & South Coast Rail Corridor Study 2016 - DfT
London via BML2

London via BML

‘The resilience benefits as a diversionary route would be greater if services ran directly
into Brighton’
‘For trips to/from Brighton, the Ashcombe Tunnel would enhance these journey time
savings considerably’

BML2 connection to
Lewes, Eastbourne,
Seaford etc

ASHCOMBE
TUNNEL
(1½ miles / 2.4km)

“As well as going into Lewes and serving Eastbourne and Newhaven, BML2 takes people and trains
straight into Brighton and that’s why I strongly support it. You couldn’t reverse at Lewes all the extra
trains we need to run between London and Brighton, so we need the tunnel under the South Downs
to deliver in terms of speed, efficiency and attractiveness to the public.”
- Lord Bassam of Brighton
“It is clear to us that BML2 offers a golden opportunity to provide a new, direct rail link
between London and Brighton with its tunnel under the South Downs.”
- Simon Kirby MP and B&HCC Cllr Geoffrey Theobald

Previous rail
connections
(no longer viable)

BML2 connection to
Falmer and Brighton

- London & South Coast Rail Corridor Study 2016 - published by the Department for Transport
The Society supports calls for the reinstatement of a Lewes to Uckfield line
- The Friends of the South Downs
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PARTNERSHIP AND COMMITMENT
In partnership with the private sector’s involvement with BML2, as well as the growing interest being shown in the project, there needs to be a strong and
commensurate political commitment from Government to engage and participate. Similarly, local authorities need to wholeheartedly embrace the scheme
and recognize its potential in a region which is beset by intractable transport conundrums, largely due to the county’s close proximity to London. We need to
move from aspiration to determination.
Brighton & Hove City Council has previously expressed its support for BML2 because it appreciates its Sussex Phase will ensure growth, prosperity and
opportunity; deliver more capacity, open up much-needed new regional connections and bring many other benefits to the hard-pressed network.
BML2 would open up more services to London, with new destinations in Kent and beyond. It would significantly benefit Gatwick and ease the chronic
overcrowding on the present service. If the Greater Brighton area is to truly prosper, then BML2 is the key to unlocking that economic growth and we
call on the Government to recognise this.”
- Leader of Brighton and Hove City Council, Cllr Warren Morgan, on behalf of the City Labour Group
“There is no doubt that the current Government understands the economic imperative for investing in new rail infrastructure. But - unless the nettle is
grasped over BML2 - Brighton & Hove and the whole of Sussex is in danger of getting stuck in a siding.”
- Simon Kirby MP and B&HCC Cllr Geoffrey Theobald OBE
“Proposals to develop a second Brighton Mainline would be a huge boost to the local economy, increasing the attractiveness of Brighton as a tourist
destination as well as delivering greatly improved links between Brighton and East Sussex. The Brighton Main Line 2 project is an essential investment
which will pay for itself many times over and is a critical element of a more sustainable development plan for the South East region.”
- Cllr Tom Druitt, Brighton & Hove City Green Party spokesperson on economic development.
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Fortunately we can still
reverse the error of 1969

As we have already commented, thanks to the prescience of our councils over many years,
today we are in the incredibly fortunate position of being able to not only reverse the
enormous and widely-acknowledged mistake made by British Rail over half a century ago,
but substantially augment rail services into the ever-popular 21 st century seaside city.
Equally importantly, it is because BML2 provides a sound business and engineering case to
serve Brighton, that the neighbouring Sussex towns of Lewes, Newhaven, Seaford,
Polegate and Eastbourne become equal beneficiaries.
So how much might it cost and how may it happen?

The private sector began taking a serious interest in the BML2 project towards the end of 2015, whereby initial talks were held at the London headquarters of
legal firm Irwin Mitchell in order to fully understand the precise scope of the project as well as the challenges it presented. Such was the confidence in its worth,
that these tentative explorations led to wider discussions with interested investors at their West End headquarters. With links around the world, those involved
have been responsible for truly massive engineering projects and on a scale never seen in this country.
During 2016, further refining of the project occurred with global engineering consultants WSP. This focused largely on the London Phase which is viewed as the
paramount economic driver because this alone would deliver such overwhelming benefits for the capital. Serious revisions were made to BML2’s original
‘least-possible cost’ proposal. This involved introducing major improvements which elevated this phase from being a mostly re-engineering of both closed and
underused suburban lines within Greater London, to a wholly-new, fast tunnelled link between Croydon and Stratford via Canary Wharf.
The opportunities this Croydon–Stratford tunnel presents are manifold and will represent the greatest advancement to the ‘classic’ rail network in the South
East region. The proposal to build a new tunnelled line into London from the south were first publicly mooted by Network Rail around 2008. Despite being
‘unaffordable’ at that time, Network Rail realised that its ‘ultimate capacity generator’ would be the only answer in the long term.

‘- a new line through the London suburbs will be necessary. The only way to
achieve that will be by going in tunnel from the Croydon area.
That is longer than the London tunnel on High Speed 1, and longer than the tunnel
planned for Crossrail.
It will be needed sufficiently soon that early planning will be essential.
This conclusion should be kept under review since it might become necessary in a
high growth scenario’ - Network Rail - South London Route Utilisation Study
Ten years on, that ‘high growth scenario’ is well and truly upon us .....
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Investors are confident that there is sufficient available capital to fund BML2 without call on the public purse towards
its delivery. Furthermore, the private sector view the whole BML2 Project as a very sound and worthy investment in
UK infrastructure and one which will add value and opportunity within its realm of influence. A statement issued to
industry journal RAIL PROFESSIONAL explained in 2017:
“Over the past twelve months, the company set up to seriously advance BML2 has invested sizeable amounts of
resources into the project and has brought together a wide spectrum of interested partners and professional services
firms with the view of establishing an international project consortium. Their preliminary work has been focused on the
conceptual viability of the project supported with a substantially new investment and financing structure. Importantly,
this could remove both the project construction risk and the capital cost of the finished project from the Government’s
balance sheet.”

Sussex MPs Nus Ghani, Maria Caulfield
and Simon Kirby in 2016 following a
meeting with Chris Grayling at the
Department for Transport about BML2

Above: One of many meetings held
at Canary Wharf Group Tower to
discuss the benefits BML2 would
bring to Docklands and the fastdeveloping region of the capital.
Right: Lewes MP Maria Caulfield in
discussion with Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling.

During a debate in Parliament in November 2017 about the
Government’s interest in reopening lines closed in the 1960s as a
means of stimulating growth, the MP for Lewes Maria Caulfield told
the House of Commons that private investors were seriously
considering an investment of GBP 15Bn to deliver BML2’s entire
3-phase project.
In his response The Rt Hon Chris Grayling told MPs: “My Honourable
Friend knows that I met the investors who are interested in pursuing
this project, I have said that I am very open to doing so, I’m waiting
with interest to see as they come back with the first stage of work
that they are doing. I’d be delighted to see this route reopened and I
hope that the consortium that is pursuing this project proves to be
successful in what they are trying to do.”
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INVESTING IN BRITAIN

Previous to this, in March 2017, representatives from the China Railway
Engineering Corporation visited London for preliminary discussions about
BML2 because it enhances investments in Royal Docks and elsewhere.
A subsequent site inspection included a trip to Tunbridge Wells by train
and a guided tour by minibus along key parts of both Sussex and Kent
phases. This commenced at the West station before continuing on to
Groombridge, Crowborough and Uckfield before inspecting the South
Downs’ escarpments on both sides where BML2’s Ashcombe tunnel
connecting into Brighton is planned.

PARTNERSHIP

Technical representatives and engineers from the China Railway Engineering Group
came to London in 2016 to learn more about the BML2 Project. This was taken at
Groombridge (where the former London-Tunbridge Wells West main line joined the
Brighton-Tonbridge line) forming part of their inspection tour of Sussex.

Whilst there are a number of engineering challenges to overcome, the consultants concur that these are well within the established technical scope as well as
the parameters of the business case. Furthermore, representatives from the engineering sector of the corporations involved have already conducted a number
of preliminary site visits. Their knowledge and expertise has created vast and astounding infrastructure across the globe, so it came as no surprise that they
were undaunted by anything they came to view.
In partnership with the private sector’s involvement with BML2, as well as the growing interest being shown in the project, there needs to be a strong and
commensurate political commitment from Government. Similarly, local authorities need to wholeheartedly embrace the scheme and recognize its potential in
a region which is beset by intractable transport conundrums, due largely to the county’s close proximity to London.
Brighton & Hove City Council has previously expressed its support for BML2 because it appreciates its Sussex Phase will bring growth, prosperity and
opportunity; deliver more capacity, much-needed new regional connections and many other benefits to the hard-pressed network. As many experts have said,
the economy of Sussex is being seriously held back by the current inadequacies of the rail network. The lack of regional connectivity is an enduring hindrance
which needs to be corrected as a matter of urgency because the South East is experiencing extreme stress and desperately needs this additional rail capacity.
17

SUMMARY
BML2 will provide:
Brighton and neighbouring Sussex Coast towns the BEST and FASTEST alternative route to London - no longer completely cut-off from the capital for
engineering occupations or during emergencies.
A direct service to Canary Wharf and Docklands (without frustrating and time-wasting journeying into London Bridge morning and evening)
Hugely important renewed rail links across the Sussex Weald to Tunbridge Wells.
Direct services linking High-Tech centres of Brighton and Cambridge
Direct access from the Brighton Line to Crossrail at Canary Wharf and Stratford.
More business and tourism by rail to South Coast towns.
Sustainable access to South Downs National Park.
Fast access to Universities and AMEX from inland towns (Uckfield, Crowborough, Tunbridge Wells)

Lewes MP Maria Caulfield
“As MP for Lewes, Newhaven, Seaford and Polegate, I am passionate about BML2 because I am keenly aware of the difficulties faced by all my constituents
who depend on rail services. The great problem we face in the South East is a lack of capacity, which is why I agree with everyone who believes we need to
restore our second main line between the Sussex Coast and London. Everybody knows this will help enormously whenever the Brighton line is out of action,
whether it is engineering work or unforeseen calamities.
BML2 will serve Lewes with trains running to Eastbourne and Seaford. However, it also needs to go directly into Brighton to be commercially attractive to
investors and useful for all rail users. Lewes and other towns and villages in my constituency will be a huge beneficiary with more services operating directly
to London. Some of these will be able to run directly to Canary Wharf and Docklands where increasing numbers of people are being employed.
I want our beautiful and unique County Town to thrive and the new connections BML2 introduces will bring prosperity and improve the quality of life for
Sussex residents. East Sussex in particular will be joined-up once again by rail when the reconnection between Lewes and Uckfield is made, giving us
excellent services to Ashdown Forest, the High Weald and vibrant towns such as Tunbridge Wells.”
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